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First Sunday of Advent — Year C November 29, 2015

Pastor: Rev. Anthony Alphonse ~ Diocese of Austin
' A qospel reflection from Fr. Alphonse:

We are at the beginning of the new year
of the Church. It reminds us of a new
beginning in our life-style as Christians. It
reminds us also to start anew, renew our
faith and give our life new spiritual
orientation.

All of us have somewhere and somehow
experienced failures in life and realized
that many of our plans and good
resolutions have remained unfulfilled, and,
therefore, we understand all the better,
the value of making a new beginning.

"Beware that your hearts do not become
drowsy from carousing and drunkenness and
the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch
you by surprise like a trap. For that day will

The Church has given us again a new year
to take a fresh look at ourselves and to
mould our lives according to the pattern
set out in the Gospel. Advent is the fime
to prepare ourselves for the coming of
Christ. The gospel clearly states about the
end of the world, the most decisive

event: “The Son of Man is coming in
power and glory”. That is the heart of
today’s Gospel message — the coming of

earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you
have the strength to escape the tribulations
that are imminent to stand before the Son of
Man. (Luke 34-36)

_____________________________________________________

assault everyone who lives on the face of the

Those who wait for you will not be Jesus.
WWW%{/ Ps 25 The Gospel encourages us to live
hopefully, to wake up from our passivity. It
Mass Intentions exhorts us to ‘stay awake and pray’. That
Sat. 11/28 oLoL4:00 pm Rev. Peter Higgins t means we have o be vigilant to be able
5:30 pm E. J. Michal t to read the signs of the time. To pray
Sun. 11/29 9:00 am All Parishioners really means to do our duties according to
Mon. 11/30 NO MASS the state of our life, to think of the future
Tues. 12/01  NO MASS which has already begun in order that we
Wed. 12/02 8:00 am James Butts, Sr. T may live with Christ. And Chirist is with us.
Thurs. 12/03  8:00 am Special Intention
Fri. 12/04 8:00 am Sacred Heart of Jesus s
Sat. 12/5 oLoL 4:00 pm Bill & Bobbie Simmons t S,DDW the (’,Olfd C'Dd will come, and 50%
5:30 pm Deacon Ron Woods t will call him Emmanuel, for God Ls
Sun. 12/06 9:00 am All Parishioners with us, (Is 7:14; 8:10)




F'! CATHOLIC CORNER: A gentle reminder of what we learned but perhaps have forgotten or not thought about in a long time.

Why is Advent Important

Preparation for Christmas is an important theme for Advent, but more is involved. Advent gives us a vision of our
lives as Christians and shows us the possibilities of life. The vision of life that Advent gives us is twofold; it looks back
to the first coming of Christ at Bethlehem, and it looks to the future when Christ
will come again. In the interval between these two events we find meaning for our life as a Christian.

First we celebrate Christ-become-human. We view his life and experience his presence as a human being in our
history. Christ came to show us what life can and should be. He gave us tfrue and valid principles by which we can
live true and valid lives. But Jesus knew that the human heart could not live in isolation. He formed the Church
around the concept of a people held together by love. In that community we discover unlimited possibilities and
meaning. Alone we can do nothing. Together we find real meaning.

When Christ left this earth, he did not abandon us. He remains with us in his Spirit, the Church, the sacraments,
the Scriptures and each other. He lives in community with us and keeps his vision of life before us. When Christ
comes again, his presence will no longer be hidden behind the signs and symbols of the liturgy or the words of the
Scriptures. His presence among us will be revealed in all its fullness, a presence that will never end, a presence that
will perfect and complete our community.

This is the "greater significance" of Advent. In these few short weeks we take in the sweeping panorama of time -
from Christ's birth to his Second Coming. The season of Advent brings us the magnificent vision of life and hope for
the future given to us by Christ. Advent is our time to become more involved, more caught up in the meaning and
the possibilities of life as a Christian community. Thus we are preparing not only for Christmas but also for Christ's
Second Coming. This means that when he comes again, we will be awake and watchful. He will not find us asleep.
© Liguori Publications Excerpt from Advent - A Quality Storecupboard The Congregation of the Most Holy
Redeemer

Weekend Masses
Saturday 4:00 pm at Our Lady of the Lake,
Sunrise Beach
Saturday 5:30 pm at St. Charles, Kingsland
*Sunday 9:00 am at St. Charles, Kingsland
(*The rosary will be prayed every Sunday , .
at 8:30 a.m. Please join us each Sunday i}
for this special prayer before the Mass.) z_.f-.ffi,,w.»,
Weekday Masses at St. Charles
6:00 pm Tuesday i
8:00 am Wednesday - Friday '
Reconciliation
Before Masses and by appointment

The Coats for Kids program is going to
expand to include “back to the basics”. We
are in need of new or used shoes, sneakers,
socks, underwear, pants, shirts and sweats
and coats for kids 5-10 years old (kinder thru
5t grade. Please place all items in the
Share the Harvest Wagon at the front of the
church.

Christmas season is fast approaching and we need singers
to help prepare for the holiday masses. Please consider
volunteering to help with this. We can use all ages and
voices. God does not expect us to be perfect but to try. We

The Sacrament of Baptism are thinking about practice on Sunday morning after mass.
on the 3rd Saturday of the month immediately .Questions contact Janie Collins 388-3830

following the 5:30 pm Mass at St. Charles. | === =========

|f you have questions or need to schedule a WELCOME NEWCOMERS OR VISITORS: Newcomers or
Baptism please contact the office. visitors wishing to become members of St. Charles or Our Lady of
Office Hours the Lake, please fill out a membership form located in the back of
Tuesmsday church and give the form to one of the greeters/ushers.

9:00 am till noon .
Send bulletin announcements by 5:00 PM on MONDAY to

stcharles@nctv.com. You must put in the subject line of email

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS “bulletin announcement”. This will help us and it will ensure your
St. Charles $ 1239 important information is not overlooked.

CCHD $ 373

Our Lady of the Lake $538

Please drop any notes to Fr. Alphonse or reimbursement

CCHD $136 forms, mass intentions, flower requests, etc. in the secure

We give back to the Lord only what He has first given us
— we come into this world with nothing; we shall leave
with nothing. Freely we have received of the Lord’s
blessings; let us graciously return to him the first and the
best that we have.

locking mailbox that has been placed on the wall by the
rectory office door.

IN CASE OF DIRE EMERGENCY OR DEATH ONLY ~ THE CHURCH
EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBER IS 512-756-9003
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As our nights grow Longer and our days grow short,
we Look on these earthly signs--Light and green branches--
and remember God's provuise to our world:
Christ, our Light and our Hope, will cone.
Listen to the words of tsatah the prophet:

The people that walked tn darkness
have seen a great Light;
ow those who lived tn a lLand as dark as death
a light has dawned.
You have increased their joy
and given them gladness;
They rejolce tn Your presence
as those who rejoice at harvest,
as warriors exult whew dividing spoil. fs. 9:1-2

3

Blessed Ls e who possesses Bethlehem
L hts heavt, and Ln whose heart
C/V\W//St {//S bDVVL O{QLL . — St. Jerome

2l @ﬁ/{?jf/ﬁﬂzj f/){//y

- Christmas Party, Sunday, Dec. 13 at Lee Hall. Ladies .
i club to provide ham and turkey. Sign up sheets will be |

|
|
|

MARK YOUR \ | in the back of St. Charles and OLOL weekends of Nov.
A
|

I' 21, Nov 28, and Dec. 5. All are asked to bring a dish to |

CALENDARS....
ADVENT PENANCE . share. The Christmas partyis for all members of both St.
SERVICE St i Charles and OLOL. Food will be served 11:45-12 noon. |

DECEMBER 9™ 5:30 pm...
Fr. Alphonse and 2

Visiting Priests will be here
to celebrate the Sacrament

We will not have
Coffee & Donuts
on Thanksgiving weekend (Sunday, November 29, 2015) or
Christmas Weekend (Sunday, December 27, 2015)

of Penance

T The Virgin is with child and will bear

As we meditate on the readings A <he will call him € ]
today, let’s ask the Lord to help | 0" ANG Sne WUL CALL LM EMANIAEL 1= 719

us be vigilant against
everything that distracts us
anol separates us from Him.
Let’s not Let our eyes wander
where they do not belong. Let’s
not touch things that will cause
us to stn. Let’s remnin true to
our ultimate goal tn Christ - to
be holy and to serve his Church.

BE EVER WATCHFUL !

The news that the Angel Gabriel gave to Mary... certainly
doesn’t come close to anything God has ever asked of

us...... Gabriel comforted Mary and Mary accepted and
understood what he told her. Gabriel and other angels want
to tell us as well. They ask us to trust in God and not give in
to fear. We may not understand what is going on sometimes,
but we can still trust that we have nothing to fear when it
comes to God’s plan for our lives. “Fear not!” This is God’s
way of telling us that he is in control and that there is no
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May our Advent be a faith-filled O sacred heart zfje/m/f, [W my trust i thee,

joumeyfoward ihe horizon of Whatever may befall me, Lord; though dark the hour may be;

***Spend an Hour with Jesus

Inall my woes, tall my joys, tﬁwuﬁh/ fw%kt émfjmg‘[ see,
0 ;W&&Lhemtofjefm, I place my trust i thee.
When those I loved have passed, away, ands I am sore distressed,

% fweoé/bea//tofj&fm, [/@/ to tﬁe&for rest.
of Gethsemane, mournfully

asked His disciples,” Coul d i you [maﬂwtm&é{,ﬂmﬂtor small WMWSW%

not watch with me oneudsimkenslcry dear Lovd, I trust tn thee.
(Matthew 26:40) i » 1 place wy

The image of an hour with i
Jesus has been part of Catholic |
Tradition since the very i
beginning. Jesus, in the Garden |

W&:W one sweet prayer; dear Lord, WfWo, my trust, my love,
But most ofaléo'mt%wf last howr, when death points up above,
O sweet savior, may t@fmrmd&omwgy fowéwﬂe&
Oh may I cry with rapturous love, [D&WW trust i thee.

A Holy Hour gives us the

opportunity to honor Our Lord's |

request and place ourselves i

before Him. We join our own

prayers, works, joys, and :

sufferings with His and "by the

mercies of God, present our i Behold this Heart that has loved men so much and that finds only
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy | indifference, neglect, and ingratitude among most men — and often even
and acceptable to God, which is | among those whom he has honored with a special love.

our spiritual worship" (Romans i Lord, we have heard Your sorrowful complaints, You revealed to the
12:1) i blessed servant and disciple of Your heart, St. Margaret Mary, that You felt
Come spend an hour with ' greater sorrow over this ingratitude than over all the sufferings You endured
Jesus.... Mass and Adoration.. i in Your passion; that if men would only make some return of love, you
First Friday i would count as nothing all that you have done for them.

E e e e e ] ! May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be loved everywhere. (www.poshusa.org)

Prayer to the Sacred Heart of Jesus

O most holy Heart of Jesus, fountain of every KNUD NE MDHFGANQGE
blessing, | adore Thee, | love Thee and with a lively We are approaching another cold
sorrow for my sins; | offer Thee this poor heart of mine. and flu season. Please consider
Make me humble, patient Jesus, that | may live in the health of your fellow
thee, pure and wholly obedient to Thy will. Grant, parishioners. Please if you

have been coughing, have
a sore throat or feeling ill, please

) . refrain from receiving the Precious
danger; comfort me in my

afflictions; give me health Blood at this Mass.

of body, assistance in my L Our LW oft/w Lake...Our LW oft/w Lake...

good

Thee and for Thee.
Protect me in the midst of

temporal needs, Thy
blessing in all that | do,
and the grace of a holy
death. Within Thy Heart |
place my every care. In
every need let me come
to Thee with humble trust

OLL Library is open before mass. Make your
selection, sign, date and put your telephone
number down in the spiral.

Contact person: Nancy Winkler 325-388-3296

"0
Rosary will be prayed at Our Lady ?\@%}‘}

Bless You.

our Lu(y oft/w Lake...Our LW oft/w Lake.

saying, Heart of Jesus of the Lake before Mass on s
o helpme._. _. Saturday at 3:25 pm, please $
i Don'’t forget our “Share the Harvest ! join us. 1
; Food Wagon” ... Whenyouareout ! 4 i
i doing your grocery shopping please | S8 Our Lady of the Lake altar flower dates are still
. consider picking up an extra item or two | gt py available. Forms can be found at the entrance
! i P ey f Church
. and bring when you come to Mass. God ! 7 i of Church.
. | s
L

our LW oft/wLa/w...Omf LW ofthe Lake...
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